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While the soldier, sir, is moderate in his demands,
peaceable and modest in his behaviour, the innkeeper
will cheerfully furnish him even more than he can afford
at the stated price; and certainly, rudeness, insolence, arid
unreasonable expectations, may justly be punished by the
forfeiture of some conveniencies. Thus,; sir, the inn-
keeper will preserve some degree of authority in his own
house, a place where the laws of nature give every man
dominion, and the soldier will continue a regular and in-
oifensive member of civil society.

The absurdity of leaving the soldier at large in his de-
mands, and limiting the price which the innkeeper is to
require, has been already exposed beyond the possibility
of reply ; nor, indeed, has the least attempt been made to
invalidate this objection ; for it has been passed in silence
by those who have most zealously espoused the motion.

The account given by the honourable gentleman of the
reason for which this regulation was first introduced in the
reign of king William, is undoubtedly just; but it proves,
sir, that there is no necessity of continuing it ; for the sol-
diers are now constantly paid, and therefore need not that
assistance from the innkeeper, which was absolutely requi-
site when they were sometimes six months without money.

It has been urged, sir, with great importunity and ve-
hemence, that some expedient should be proposed in the
place of this, which so many gentlemen who have spoken
on this occasion seem inclined to reject, and which, indeed,
cannot be mentioned without contempt or abhorrence.
That the soldiers should know, as well as their landlord,
their own rights, is undoubtedly just, as well as that they
should have some certain means of procuring the ne-
cessaries of life ; it may, therefore, be proper to enact,
that the innkeeper shall either furnish them with diet at
the established rates, or permit them to dress the victuals
which they shall buy for themselves, with his fire and
utensils, and allow them candles, salt, vinegar, and pep-
per. By this method the soldiers can never be much in-
jured by the incivility of their landlord* nor can the inn-
keeper be subjected to arbitrary demands. The soldier